FROGGS MINUTES

from the meeting on Tuesday, June 22, 2004 at 5:15 pm, Sheppard Library

Attendees: Rik Barnes, Mike Hazelton, Vince Bellis, Jason Denius (of ECU Volunteer Center), Jason Pauling, Jill Twark

1. Discussion of necessary steps to convert FROGGS into a non-profit organization, so that it may receive funds from individuals and corporations to speed up Greenville city planners' implementation of the Greenway Master Plan.  FROGGS will need starting capital or underwriters to fund incorporation, a solicitation license, and the application for non-profit 501 (c) 3 status.  

2. Jill Twark had spoken to Don Edwards of Uptown Greenville and with an attorney (Ward and Smith), an accountant (Leslie Crisp), and a representative of the Greenville Foundation to research the steps and costs involved.  Don Edwards supplied copies of Uptown Greenville bylaws, etc. to assist FROGGS in writing their own.  Jason Pauling offered to speak with Jason Williams, an attorney and member of the Greenville Greenways Committee, to see if he would be willing to assist FROGGS pro bono or if he would know someone willing to do so.  Jason Pauling presented documents from the Internet describing such procedures which Jill Twark agreed to read (and has since done).

3. Jill Twark reported from the Greenville Greenways Committee meeting of June 16th, focusing upon the grant that Jason and Ron Svejkovski submitted on June 3rd to request funds for the improvement of the East side of Charles Blvd. (addition of sidewalks) and the addition of a tree-lined berm in the center.

4. Jason Denius spoke about the mission of the ECU Volunteer Center (a subdivision of Academic Affairs), which is dedicated to providing service learning opportunities for ECU students, and offered to find four ECU communications students to assist FROGGS in producing a video/power-point presentation beginning in September 2004. The students would contribute 25 hours of service each, and could also help in presenting the video/power-point presentation to local community groups.  If this cooperation proves successful this fall, the Volunteer Center will provide FROGGS with four more students in the spring, and in future semesters.  Jill Twark will advise the students throughout the semester, with all FROGGS members providing input for the content of the media presentation we will produce.  Jill will also meet with the students' professor, Kelly Munn, sometime in July to discuss the details.  

5. Vince Bellis suggested that FROGGS meet with the ECU students on Elm Street at the site of the Green Mill Run extension to have an outdoor lunch and discussion of the project.  Thus, the date and time of the next FROGGS meeting was set on Thursday, September 9 at 12:30 pm on Elm Street, at the 10th Street intersection.  Bring a bag lunch!  This date is subject to change pending ECU student class schedules, which we will not know until the end of August/beginning of September.

6. Vince Bellis discussed the timeline for the proposed Greenways connector from Elm Street to Evans Street with Jason Pauling, who agreed to research the status of this project with the other city planners to provide a more accurate schedule.

7. Rik Barnes suggested that FROGGS contact the Daily Reflector and publicize our activities so we can gain more members.  Vince Bellis suggested that we wait until we decide on more concrete goals and possess a video or other visuals before approaching the media.  We will discuss this issue at a future FROGGS meeting.

8. FROGGS adjourned at 6:45 pm.

