MINUTES

Friends of Greenville Greenways (FROGGS) Meeting 

5:30-6:15 pm, Tuesday, May 10, 2005 in rm. 110 St. James Christian Ministries Bldg.

I. Discussion with Jason Pauling of goal of raising $60,000 to pay for the planning of the greenway connector between Charles Street and Evans. We tentatively agreed upon this plan, but the Board Members must vote on it at an official Board meeting in July. Jason Pauling is working on drafting an official City of Greenville planning department letter stating the actual cost of planning this project so that fundraisers have concrete information with which to work (i.e. to show to potential donors). 

II. Brief Discussion of Treasure Hunt


A. Successful Aspects


B. Suggestions for Improvement

III. Major Fundraising Issues and Future Plans

A. Karen Hussey has resigned as fundraiser and board member because she is moving away. We
need volunteers for a fundraising committee and to find or elect a leader for this committee. 

B. Jill Twark and Heather Seibert have been added to the application form for the solicitation license as head fundraisers.  The two of us will be responsible for keeping track of funds raised to report to the government so that this license can be renewed and paid for yearly on a pro-rated basis.

C. Vince Bellis has volunteered to assume responsibility for creating and maintaining a database of: 

1) Members, 2) Donors and 3) Potential Donors.  

D. Brainstorming Fundraising Ideas.  Here are a few suggestions for fundraising activities that we can consider for the future.  Those added at the meeting are typed in italics.



1. Teaming up with the Humane Society for a dog show on the greenway this fall.

We can work together with Charlotte Burns of the Humane Society on this event.

2. Hosting nature walks for children at Riverpark North or on the greenway.  We 

would need volunteers who know a lot about nature and would be willing to give such tours every few months. We could charge $5 admission per child or start a yearly family subscription. Carroll Webber suggested we have musicians playing at stations along the Greenway (like in the New York subway), as well as experts with laptops at several stations providing information about trees, flowers, pro-pedestrian/pro-bicycle/traffic-calming ideas, Greenways in general, and our specific Greenway plans and ideas.

3. Hosting luncheons or dinners for potential donors.  

4. Having a raffle at the Freeboot Fridays (if this is allowed, and on top of selling 

t-shirts).  Jill Twark suggested using gift certificates worth $20, and charging one dollar for each raffle ticket.  Having participants fill out raffle tickets with names and addresses is also a way to gain contacts for our organization.

5. Grant writing. We need a cadre of grant writers willing to do the research to find available grants and to write them up. Brandi Dudley has offered to write a few grants for us over the course of the next year.

F. Once we have agreed upon our fundraising goals for the next year, we can set up one or more specific savings accounts at the First South Bank into which we can channel contributions and from which we can tally our progress toward set goals.

III. FROGGS 30-Second Video Clip by Student Volunteers

1. Jill Twark played a 30-second video clip produced by ECU volunteer student Crystal Perrow, and all members agreed that it was quite good.  Phillip Carter agreed to make several copies of the DVD and pass them on to public access TV channels like Cable 7, Cable 23, ECU TV, as well as to Cox Cable.

2. Phillip Carter reported that he had worked together with another group of ECU students on a video clip that was never completed.  

IV. Members set date for next meeting at 5:30 pm, Tuesday, July 19, 2005 at St. James Christian Ministries.

